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Title: 
Consultancy Meeting to discuss “Solutions for Irradiated Graphite Waste – A Contribution to the Accelerated Decommissioning of Graphite-Moderated Nuclear Reactors”

Date: 

March 21st – 23rd 2007
Venue: 

Manchester University Conference Centre, UK
Objective:
This IAEA consultancy is proposed in response to the recent decisions in several countries to accelerate the process of dismantling closed graphite-moderated reactors. It will build upon the results of the 1999 consultancy (also held in Manchester) and will focus upon innovative developments and disposal treatments/options which have taken place in the intervening seven years. Such lessons have important application in the development of new reactor programmes. 

Background & Scope:
Graphite is a major waste stream in decommissioning of reactors, with more than 250,000 tonnes of material existing world-wide. As such, there is considerable merit in consideration of dismantling and treatment procedures, with a view to minimizing the impact of this waste on disposal facilities. Thus the consultancy will consider innovative options for volume minimization, separation of certain isotopic contents to allow disposal of the greater volume as lower-category waste, etc. These developments are important also for the design of new graphite-moderated reactor systems, where ‘design for decommissioning’ is extremely important in the 21st Century.

A previous Technical Committee Meeting was held on this subject in 1999 (IAEA-NGWM/CD 01-00120). Since that time there have been major advances in innovative technologies which have the potential to play a major role in lessening the environmental and political impact of graphite wastes and contributing significantly to the successful acceleration of dismantling programmes in response to regulatory requirements and public opinion. The proposed consultancy will bring together specialists from numerous Member States, all of whom are investigating novel methodologies in this area, and will enable some evaluation of the relative merits of various options.

The areas to be covered in the consultancy include 

1. Graphite characterisation and stack dismantling

2. Treatments for the mobilization and concentration of radioisotopes

3. Studies relevant to conventional disposal options (e.g. leaching behaviour)

4. Novel disposal options (e.g. recycling within the nuclear industry, incineration, etc.)

5. Application of this knowledge to new reactor design.

A registration fee of approximately GBP 200.00 will cover all principal costs of the meeting: accommodation is available in the conference center (Days Hotel) at a daily rate (inclusive breakfast) of GBP 76.00.

OFFERS OF PAPERS, AND INDICATIONS OF INTEREST IN PARTICIPATING, SHOULD BE SENT AS  SOON  AS POSSIBLE TO THE CONFERENCE MANAGER:

Dr. A.J. Wickham

Senior Visiting Research Fellow, The University of Manchester

P.O. Box 50

Builth Wells

Powys LD2 3XA

United Kingdom

Tel:
+44 0597 860 633

Fax:
+44 1597 860 244

Cell:
+44 7785 567 577

e-mail: confer@globalnet.co.uk

PAGE  
2

